Board of Deputies Report to Yeshurun Synagogue Board and members May 2023   from Bob Vertes
The Board of Deputies of British Jews has three key words in its motto: Advocacy Democracy Community. Its elected leaders, individual deputies and employed staff have all worked hard for all those areas. The Board is the voice of the British Jewish Community, the first port of call for Government, the media and others seeking to understand Jewish community interests and concerns. The Board of Deputies is the only democratically elected, cross-communal representative body in the Jewish community. Over 300 Deputies are directly elected every three years by the synagogues and communal organisations they represent. This can include congregations, youth movements, social welfare charities and regional councils. Depending on their size, each synagogue or participating organisation will elect one or more Deputies. They also appoint a number of Under-35 Observers, helping to increase the representation of younger people who are keen to contribute to our work on behalf of the community. 
I have been pleased and proud to represent our synagogue on the Board now for 7 years and am now about to start the final year of the current triennium, after which I would be happy to hand over the role. I would be happy to discuss what is involved with anyone interested in taking over from me in 2024. The Board particularly welcomes younger representatives. (I am now 75!)
I have attended all 9 full Board meetings in the past 12 months, by Zoom, though more recently meetings have been live as well as Zoom. Some deputies have been reluctant to attend face to face meetings, but overall attendance has been good. As well as attending full Board meetings, I have been actively involved in attending many meetings of the Community and Education Division and of its Education, Racial Inclusivity, Interfaith and Heritage subgroups. I became a SACRE [Standing Advisory Committee for Religious Education] representative (for Southwark) and attended Board SACRE representatives’ meetings and training sessions as well as the SACRE meetings themselves. I also linked into the Board’s working groups on Higher Education (as still a university tutor and UCU member) and on Central and Eastern Europe (because of my Hungarian heritage and in support of Ukraine). 
I am hoping the following selection will help you see the good use of your contributions: In the past 12 months the Board has
· campaigned for the Church of England to sanction the activities of Stephen Sizer, a rogue vicar who had been posting egregious material online. After a hearing last year at which the Board gave evidence, a C of E Tribunal banned Sizer from serving as a minister until 2030.
· engaged directly with over 200 local councillors hosting seminars, events and hustings in Leeds, Manchester, Brighton, and London and  also produced Jewish Manifestos for the local elections.
· stepped up our engagement with the UN to combat antisemitism on the world stage and applied to be an accredited NGO at the UN, which would allow us to engage formally in consultations and speak on the issues that matter to us at bodies such as the Human Rights Council. Senior VP, David Mendoza-Wolfson spoke at the Human Rights Council on behalf of the community about Jewish life in the UK.
· Set up a new programme, BoD@work, is supporting Jewish professionals in the workplace. Networks of Jewish employees, from the Civil Service to Google, have so far joined the project. As part of the programme, we have conducted Jewish equality, diversity and inclusion training, provided information on Jewish rights at work and have supported a variety of network events.
· completely revamped the Board of Deputies Jewish Living Experience Exhibition ready to tour the country in 2023, visiting Bournemouth, Sefton, Brighton, Hounslow and Finchley. The exhibition is designed to educate non-Jews about the Jewish way of life. Topics now include the Jewish calendar and festivals, lifecycle events, Shabbat and diversity within the community, both ideological and geographic. [I am active in this work including at the exhibition sites].
· worked for the proscription of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, an arm of the Iranian regime which funds terror. Five members of the Board of Directors of the body responsible for managing IRGC have now been sanctioned – we continue to push for full proscription.
· In partnership with the UK Abraham Accords Group and ELNET UK, we organised a landmark event to celebrate the second anniversary of the Abraham Accords which normalised relations between Israel, Bahrain, the UAE and Morocco. The event was attended by parliamentarians, diplomats and interfaith leaders and addressed by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak. The Board also attended an event with the Chef Rabbi in Abu Dhabi representing the British Jewish community
· led a delegation of communal representatives to petition His Majesty King Charles III ahead of his Coronation. President Marie van der Zyl read an address, in the name of the Board of Deputies and the Anglo-Jewish Association, congratulating the King following his accession to the throne. Marie was invited to represent the Jewish community at the coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla. There was a cross-communal Board service commemorating the Coronation at Bevis Marks synagogue [which I attended]
· following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, supported World Jewish Relief to aid Ukrainians caught up in the conflict, and partnered with the Jewish Leadership Council to organise the Jewish Community Ukraine Taskforce, coordinating community resources here to help the Ukrainian people. Our Social Action Committee also set up a Laptops for Refugees collection drive.
· as part of our work to connect British synagogues with those abroad to celebrate our joint heritage, Vice President David Mendoza-Wolfson led a mission with cross-denominational representation, supported by the German Foreign Ministry, to explore opportunities with the Germany community.
· held our national public service broadcaster to account for inaccurate and irrepressible reporting: one most high-profile intervention last year followed news reports of a distressing antisemitic attack on Jewish teenagers on a bus in London’s Oxford Street during Chanukah 2021. Particularly concerning was a BBC report alleging that an anti-Muslim slur had been heard coming from someone on the bus. The Board of Deputies lodged a formal complaint with the broadcasting regulator Ofcom, providing evidence from a forensic linguist that there was no anti-Muslim slur. The Ofcom investigation ruled that the BBC’s coverage failed to observe editorial guidelines on both impartiality and accuracy and that it had made a serious editorial misjudgement. On a happier note, the group of young people who endured that antisemitic attack returned to the same place to celebrate Chanukah 2022. 
· continued to implement the recommendations of the Commission, chaired by Stephen Bush, working with UK and international partner organisations to promote diversity, equality and inclusion for Black Jews, Jews of Colour and Sephardi, Mizrahi and Yemenite Jews. In particular, the Board has been working in the education sphere to ensure that diverse experiences are reflected, making sure that the Board of Deputies itself provides an example to the Jewish community in terms of its own activities and processes. In 2022 there were an increased number of Deputies of colour and there is now a Deputies of Colour group. Our own Jewish Living Experience Exhibition also better respects the diverse faces of the Jewish community. Synagogues and Deputies will be surveyed about their organisations’ actions.
· continued our partnership with EcoJudaism (formerly known as EcoSynagogue) the organisation which leads the Jewish community on matters of sustainability and combating climate change. The BoD are now planning to start the EcoJudaism audit, and you will see more details of this over the coming months via work with the wider community to explore further sustainable solutions. 
· with the Jewish Leadership Council submitted a paper to the Department for International Trade calling for a Free Trade Agreement between the UK and Israel. Following years of determined advocacy, we were delighted that in May 2022 the BDS Bill was included in the Government’s programme for this session of Parliament. This Bill aims to prevent local councils and other public bodies from participating in boycott and divestment campaigns. The BoD continues to lead the fight against BDS, to stop the insidious and unjust boycotts of the world’s only Jewish state. 
· developed partnerships with the Department for Education, regional Religious Education resource hubs, academy trusts and national faith based educational bodies to make sure that teaching about Judaism and the Jewish community is authentic and appropriately respectful. The BoD also maintain links with teachers, academics and publishers who deliver Religious Education resources, and is working hard to have SACRE representatives in all local authorities. The BoD secured external funding to develop a ground-breaking digital education programme to teach secondary school students about the Jewish people, antisemitism and how to be an ally against Jew-hatred. The Board has created accredited training for people from the community speaking in schools and at events about Judaism. [Volunteers are welcome!]
· maintained and funded the work of Pikuach, the inspectors assessing Jewish studies teaching and learning in schools.
· In partnership with the Anti-Defamation League, we are developing a ground-breaking digital education programme to teach secondary school students about the Jewish people, antisemitism, and how to be an ally against Jew-hatred.
· promoting interfaith, and world peace initiatives, the BoD have been working with the Church of England to promote clear channels of communication and strong interfaith links between our communities; held the first in a series of events bringing together Jews and Christians working locally on interfaith initiatives and organised our first Day of Engagement with interfaith activists from the Jewish and Church of England communities. President Marie van der Zyl and Chief Executive Michael Wegier were received by His Holiness Pope Francis in the Vatican and prior to and following the audience, had meetings with the Catholic Bishops Conference to discuss practical ways our communities can work together. The Board is now represented on a special commission between the World Jewish Congress and the Vatican to deepen relations. The largest mosque in the UK with the UK’s youngest Imam hosted a group of Deputies [including me].
· hosted an interfaith Seder for members of all the UK’s major faith groups via our President Marie van der Zyl
· maintains active surveillance over issues such as Shechitah, post-mortems, circumcision, as they affect our community
· continues to have excellent links with the Israel embassy [even when not in political agreement with their government]
· supports UJS and a number of communal projects such as Mitzvah Day and Holocaust Memorial Day
·  FINALLY In the first New Year’s Honours List overseen by HM King Charles, Board of Deputies President Marie van der Zyl and her predecessor Jonathan Arkush were awarded the OBE (Order of the British Empire) in recognition of their work and of the wider role of the Board of Deputies advocating for the interests of the UK Jewish Community. 
I regret I may not be able to attend the AGM in person, but am happy to respond to issues of interest via vertes@gmail.com 
The Board of Deputies of British Jews T: 020 7543 5400 E: info@bod.org.uk  www.bod.org.uk   
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